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What is Forage?
The project is a European multi-lateral network which
aims at communicating the experiences of later
lifelong learning to create high standards of practice.

Why have we created the network?
Since the first European Year of Older People and
Intergenerational Solidarity in 1993 there have been
over 1000 pan European exchanges, projects, training
events, seminars, programmes and networks
concerned with learning in later life. The numbers
increased significantly with the Grundtvig programme
providing impetus and funding for imaginative and
innovative work across all of Europe. In 2012 11 of the
61 multilateral projects funded benefited older
learners. However it is difficult to access information
about these initiatives once their initial funding has
ceased nor to find any comprehensive list of them
suggesting that we have not made the best use of all
these rich experiences in terms of building upon them,
sharing information, analysing and assessing value and
impact against education and ageing policies and
research evidence and creating networks to do all this.
Recent research into the benefits of later life learning
does not draw on pan European experience as
evidence.

The partnership
1. Leicester University, Leicester, UK
2. Bia-net, Graz,Austria
3. 50plus Hellas, Athens, Greece

4. Trebag Property & Management Ltd, Budapest,
Hungary
5. Lunaria, Rome, Italy
6. The Elephant in Diversity, Nijmegen, Nederland
7. PRO-MED sp. z o. o., Gdansk, Poland
8. AidLearn, Lisbon, Portugal
9. IMBD, Brno, Czech Republic
10. EUROED, Bucharest, Romania
11. Association for Education & Ageing – AEA, UK
12. Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia
13. MERIG, Graz, Austria
14. U3A, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
15. Cordoba University, Cordoba, Spain
U3A at Age Action, Dublin, Ireland

What do we want to achieve?
The education of older people has never been a high
priority issue across Europe for various reasons – a
desire to focus resources on younger people and an
unfortunate belief that spending money on older
people is not cost effective. Yet experience has shown
that the benefits of encouraging older people to
pursue some form of education in later life are
enormous. Later life learning creates volunteers and
community activists; it enhances employability, it
builds intergenerational links, it enhances health and
well being. It also enables transmission, exchange and
creation of knowledge among and between
generations. In today’s ‘knowledge’ society all
generations are expected to learn continuously since
all generations are being continuously exposed to new
challenges.
The projects over the last 12 years of the Grundtvig
funding programme provide prime examples of these
benefits. The purpose of the ForAge database is to
collect and make available information about these
and other projects listed in appropriate categories.
Examining this data will show that there is now
considerable research evidence – qualitative and
quantitative – of the value to individuals, families and
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society of investing in later life learning. Many
European countries have developed healthy and active
ageing policies aimed to encourage later life learning,
although at this time of recession we have no evidence
of increased investment in this area. In addition the
demographic changes in our societies have meant an
increasing number and proportion of people over age
50 in our populations who are not averse in developing
and using their voices in pursuit of equality and
fairness. Forage wishes to draw on all these strands to
better draw together all the rich experiences – to allow
us all to make better use of them as we plan future
programmes, policies, research, training and practice.
Alongside the database ForAge will stimulate debate
on issues and concerns we see emerging or requiring
consideration at all levels of action.

volunteering
and
intergenerational
engagement;
3. Older learners;
4. Academic and research communities seeking
to undertake research informed by the work of
ForAge and others who wish to test their
findings through ForAge.
These groups include education funders, policy makers
and practitioners; age-related organisations and older
people's movements; relevant media, health, welfare,
housing, sports and arts bodies working with and for
older people.

Our activities
DATABASE
The successful development of the database has
allowed ForAge to access, summarise and store data
for the use of others. The categories developed including policy, research evidence, evaluations,
statistical surveys, theory and practice, and EU Projects
- are intended to make searching and analysis easier.
The current collection is based on the experiences and
contacts of the partnership but others are encouraged
to send their data through to the database
coordinators by contacting us. The usability of the
database is being constantly assessed and will be
adjusted where and when it is necessary and possible

ForAge’s audiences and
contributors?
The ForAge network has identified five main
communities of target users at which its activities are
aimed:Policy and other decision makers at national
and regional governmental levels;
1. Organisations, education providers, teachers
and trainers working within the field of laterlife learning or seeking to do so;
2. Agencies involved in promoting a better quality
of life for older people, for example through
social inclusion, active and healthy ageing,

WEBSITE
The ForAge website allows for homepages for all the
partners to place relevant national, regional and
European information in their own language. It also
provides links to other relevant organisations and
areas of likely interest. ForAge also has a presence on
social media like FaceBook. Like the database the
website is being monitored in terms of usage and
usability and adjustments will be made if needed.
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ISSUES OF INTEREST AND CONCERN
An initial partners’ survey highlighted issues of concern
which the partnership developed further through
workshops at its first pan European conference in 2012
and through the website’s discussion forum. These
discussions focussed on gender issues in later life
learning, ensuring the voice of older learners and
involving all stakeholders in sustaining later life
learning. The summary of these debates is placed on
the website and new discussions initiated from
feedback, comment and fresh ideas being forwarded
as well as through further surveys that have now been
created.
ForAge is undertaking more surveys to better highlight
and promote issues of concern. However it is
committed to raising debate on many of the following
issues either through website debate, conference
workshops,
ForAge
newsletters,
surveys,
correspondence to key agencies and collaborating with
relevant networks and organisations.
· Intergenerational aspects of later life learning
· Older people from minority ethnic, migrant
and Roma communities – to highlight their
later life learning needs
· Non Learners and learning for inclusion –
finding the voices of non learners
· Securing data – seeking compatibility in data
collection and promoting higher (or no) upper
age limits in education participation data
collection
· Post conflict learning and the role of older
people – exploring where older people fit in
communities growing out of conflict
· Health and wellbeing in later life and the role
of education
· Employability
· Technology and older learners
· European English – the rise of new forms of
English as the most commonly used language

·

across the European Community and its
possible impact on older learners.
Older people and the new EU education
programmes – monitoring and commenting on
developments

CONSTULTATION
The ForAge partnership used its newly created
information flier to inform the world at large of its
existence but then systematically targeted relevant
organisations. Other networks, programme and
projects were invited to collaborate with ForAge to
better share information and expertise and to promote
issues and concerns. The initial partnership meeting in
Leicester in February 2012 provided an opportunity to
involve the UK national agency, the European
Commission and representatives of the UK national
government with the responsibility for adult education
in debate as an example of the possibilities for ForAge
to be of value and influence. The first pan European
consultation and conference in Limassol in October
2012 provided an opportunity for other European
projects and networks to share their work with others
as well as allow a Cypriot perspective to be provided
through Government and other contributors.
In current circulation is a communication from ForAge
partners to their own national or regional governments
and other relevant key agencies highlighting key issues,
seeking comment and encouraging connection and
collaboration with ForAge.
ForAge had its 2nd pan European consultation and
conference in Budapest, Hungary in October 2013 with
its final event planned for the same time in 2014 in
Lisbon, Portugal. In Hungary there will be range of
speakers and contributors from across all areas of
Europe representing governments, academic research,
older people and practical programmes.
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The dialogue undertaken with national and regional
governments will continue and the issues described
above will be used selectively in some of the
correspondence. Surveys developed by the ForAge
team will also be used as consultation to tools not only
to uncover more information about issues ForAge has
raised but about others and equally important about
ForAge’s role.
NEWSLETTER
Sic editions of the ForAge newsletter focussing on our
developments and progress have been widely
circulated and made available in all partner languages.
The newsletters will continue to promote and highlight
issues but will also report on ForAge’s own
developments.

ForAge and you
ForAge website provides information about all our
work and the partnership. The database has a
considerable amount of useful data. Please use them
both.
If you wish to connect with ForAge either through
website links or in a more active way (like wishing to
help us explore the future and be part of it) then
please contact us.
If you have questions to ask please ask them.
If you have any answers to questions please tell us.
If you have relevant data please send them to us.
If you want to be a network partner, please contact
us

Overcoming difficulties
An initial partnership of 17 in a rapidly changing and
economically volatile Europe is bound to be beset with
problems and ForAge has been no exception to this.
Two partners were lost because of economic
circumstances. Changes or unavailability of personnel
at key times for leading or delivering work packages
impacted on some of the very important areas of
scoping and planning needed to create the foundations
of all the other areas of work. These difficulties did
cause delays but have not had a serious impact on
ForAge’s progress or direction.

www.foragenetwork.eu
jim.soulsby@btinternet.com
ForAge Facilitator
November 2013
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